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This paper profiles James Harvey Robinson, an important 
scholar of history and social issues. The paper presents a biographical 
sketch of Harvey's early life and education and discusses his teaching and 
scholarly work, including his co- founding (with Charles A. Beard) of the New 
School for Social Research (New York) in 1919, noting that Robinson 
championed the use of history as an instrument for change. It focuses on 
Robinson's writings, especially his contribution to the 1916 "The Social 
Studies in Secondary Education: A Six-Year Program Adapted Both to the 6-3-3 
and the 8-4 Plans of Organization and Report of the Committee on Social 
Studies of the Commission on the Reorganization of Secondary Education of the 
National Education Association." Contains 66 notes, 12 primary, and 4 
secondary references . (BT) 
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In any case, whether we bless or curse the past we are inevitably its offspring, and it makes us 
its own long before we realize it. It is almost all that we can have. The most frantic of us are 
like a squirrel in his revolving cage. 

James Harvey Robinson (1911) 
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